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DAREN DISGWYLFA
The Lone Shepherd,
Liangattock Mountain,
Brynmawr

The industrial history of South Wales has been one of great achievement
and repeated failure. The achievements have comprised the successful
development of the richest coalfield known in Britain and of an iron and
steel industry of world significance.

In South Wales was rolled the first iron sheet ever to be so made
(Pontypool about 1697); in South Wales Bessemer steel was first
manufactured in Britain; South Wales suéaplied tinplates to the world
long years before any other country had even begun to try to make
them. In the more westerly areas of the coalfield there work great refineries, whose
fame is known wherever men talk of metals or of oil. South Wales has given birth to
writers, poets, preachers, opera singers, industrialists, the Chartist Movement and
many polificians.

The chief cause of failure has been the fact that the ten or twelve valleys of the coalfield
have depended too much on world markets for the sale of their main products—iron and
steel, coal and coke. When markets have been lost, there has been no alternative work;
the valley towns and villages have fallen into acute economic decay, the worst period
beginning in the early nineteen-twenties and continuing until 1940. The rest of the
country used to refer to South Wales, and to half a dozen other districts like it, as
“ Depressed,”” “ Distressed,’’ ‘ Derelict,” *“ Special,”” but now ‘ Development’’ Areas.

The Second World War, the Barlow Réport, and then the Distribution of Industry Act
(1945), all brought new industrial activities to South Wales; some of them likely to grow
and prosper, others perhaps too sehsitive to economic stress to have much chance of
survival. Several hundred new factories have been or are being built, to provide
work for many thousands of people, men and women.

These new industries include steel strip, electrolytic tinplate, aluminium in many forms,
engineering, clothing, toys, glass, biscuits, nylon' spinning, and a whole host more.
The largest single project sponsored by Wales & Monmouthshire Industrial Estates Ltd.
gwho act as Agents for the Board of Trade) is the new rubber factory recently built

1945-51) for Brynmawr Rubber Ltd., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Enfield Cables Ltd.
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Until 1939, for 15 long years, able-bodied men stood atjthe street corners, in their thousands and their ten
thousands, unwanted and with nothing to do, in every Valley of South Wales. They and their families grew
old or grew up in idleness. The photograph was taken at Blaenavon. There were other centres whose outlook
was equally black and hopeless, notably Blaina, Brynmawr, Dowlais, Merthyr, Rhymney and Senghenydd,
In May 1934, no less than 62,847 men were unemployed in the eastern portion of the coalfield alone,



The wonder of it is that these people kept their spirit, their cheerfulness, their sense of proportion, despite
the hopelessness of their economic existence and despite housing conditions as bad as any anywhere in Britain.
These terrace houses are still lived in and typical of the ‘‘whited sepulchres’ of South Wales; they are probably
acentury old,and have no damp-course, no sanitation, no hotor cold water system, no road access and no gardens.



Before the war very few new industries came to South Wales; there was a marked reluctance by Governments
and people to face unpleasant facts. One of the first new manufactures to become established in Wales was
Brynmawr Bootmakers Ltd., who in 1928 began to train able-bodied men in new skills and who have since the
war moved into a larger factory at Brynmawr, builtfor them by Wales & Monmouthshire Industrial Estates Ltd.



About 150 years ago the great ironmaster Crawshay Bailey dammed the Ebbw Fach, a mountain stream that
rose somewhere in the area where the town of Brynmawr now stands. By damming the stream he formed
a pond, with a surface area of some 18 acres and a depth of up to 17 feet; this pond fed water to his ironworks
at Nantyglo, long since derelict, The Waen Pond is surrounded by old colliery tips but has been partly dredged
and will again become useful, supplying 1,000 gallons of cooling water a minute to the new rubber factory.



Brynmawr is a town of 6,000 or 7,000 inhabitants, at the head of the Western Valley of Menmouthshire, on
the Breconshire border. Before the war more than 80°,, of the insured adult male population of the town was
unemployed, for years on end. The town lies on the northern outcrop of the cealfield; it is no longer a colliery
town, because its coal measures are virtually exhausted. The new rubber factory is seen rising to the left
(south) of the township. The Waen Pond (drained during the building of the factory) lies to the left of it.



A model of the Brynmawr Rubber Factory, as projected and as finaily built, was displayed in the Power &
Production Pavilion of the Festival of Britain, South Bank. Itwaschosenasone of the mostinteresting factories
built in Britain since the War. With a floor space of more than 250,000 square feet, it has been built entirely
of reinforced concrete, without the use of structural steel. The Waen Pond is seen in the foreground, and the
boilerhouse in the centre at the back.

Architects : Enfield Cables Ltd. Architects’ Department, and Architects' Co-operative Partnership, London.
Structural Engineers : Ove Arup & Partners, London.



The site of the factory had had three seams of coal worked from under it during the 19th century (the Black
Vein, the Yard, and the Old Coal, with possible workings in the Meadow Vein). The Cementation Co. Ltd.
of Doncaster had therefore to pump some 500 tons of cement grout into these workings, in order that|the
erection of the factory with its heavy machinery could proceed on firm foundations. The photograph, taken
in the spring of 1948, shows the erection of mushroom columns, supporting the Main Production Floor.
General Contractors for Factory Substructure: Holland & Hannen and Cubitts Ltd., London.











































