BUS SERVICES IN MONMOUTHSHIRE AND GWENT BEFORE 1947

Norman Griffiths of Brynmawr traces the local area’s public transport development from its
earliest days. Much of the information was gained from Bill Griffiths, the writer’s father,
who was for many years Foreman Engineer for the Griffin Bus Company.

Providing power to drive road vehicles was first solved when Otto Daimler in
Germany designed and built the first petrol engine whose weight and power output
enabled the motorbus to be born, although much development was needed. The
first petrol driven bus appeared on London streets of in 1897, a time when there
3190 hotse drawn omnibuses in the city. By 1900 there were 10 motor buses and
3,730 horse drawn; in 1910 1,200 motor buses and 1,103 horse drawn, and by 1912
2,098 motot buses and 176 horse drawn — buses had brought travelling within the
means of ordinary people.

In taking over, the motor bus had damaged the livelthoods of blacksmiths who
shod horses; ostlers who looked after them, and those who supplied both animals
and feed-stuffs.Many other towns began to follow the trend. One company that
played a great part in bus transport development was the London General
Omnibus Company (LGOC) later to be known as The Associated Equipment
Company (AEC) that established standards of bus design for many years to come.
As London buses became more reliable, older stock was sold to private companies
operating in the rest of the countty.

The 1914 -18 war triggered rapid development of motot engines and the metal
technology required for their manufacture and maintenance. In 1914 aero engines
of the period could hardly lift a very light aircraft off the ground but four years
later the Sopwith Camel fighter was equipped with a rotary engine developing 130
hp providing a top speed of 113 m.p.h. while a four engine bombet could carty a
bomb load to German cities. This technology helped the motor industry to
produce engines and gear boxes that were more reliable, quicker and cheaper. At
the war’s beginning a four cylinder bus engine developed 16 hp but, by 1918, was
capable of producing 40 hp at 1000 tpm. The war had also cteated the many
skilled craftsmen essential needed to make, setvice and repait, such engines.

After the war a great many War Department motor vehicles were put on the
market, often bought by ex-setvice men possessing maintenance and tepair skills
learned in the forces, who believed a living could be made from public transpott.
The railway companies had found it too costly to develop routes to new growth
areas away from their stations, so buses now filled the gaps, needing only roads on
which to run. Passengers could be picked-up almost outside theit homes and
transported at an affordable price, especially since eatly buses did not have to
conform to rules, or run to a timetable. Bus tunning costs wete lower that that of






