A GREAT FIRE AT BRYNMAWR IN 1912.

In 1912 the Gwalia boot and shoe factory at the top 'of‘ Bfeaufort' Street,
| Brymmawr, burned down and would eventually be rebuilt in Factory Roéd. The
folloWing rep_éi‘t of the event appeared jn a 10Céllnewspaper: '

o “On Saturday night a terrible fire broke out at Brynmawr and reSulted ih the.
entire destruction of two large business premises and the partial ruin of a third.
Between five and six o’clock in the evening an explosion of gas tobk placé at z‘he'New" o
‘Cast_.le licensed premises and ‘caused considerable commotion, but few would have

: _z'magined that a few hours later would furnish them with gfeater sénsation. Being

““pay Saturday night” there Was a Zarge number of visitors in the town and the
greaiest consternation was occasioned when it became known about eighi o’cloék
 that ﬁ}e had broken out at Messrs Morgan Brothers boot factory in Beaufort Street
* About this time Mr. J.S. Saﬁdb?oqk, manager of an iron-mongery busiﬁess opposite

the factory saw signs of ﬁré in the machine room on the second floor and at once
:procéeded to the police station but found that the entive staff were away on duzy.

. Returning to the scene he found that in less than 15 m_inuies the whole place was in

flames.  The police had assembled and the fire, fanned by a strong north-west wind_’, ‘
was likely to spread to thé Griffin Hotel dn’d the offices of Mr. J.G. Bzfshop, ‘solici.tor, :

< at the top of Beaufort Street. The, Brynmawr Fire Brigade, how warned of the

‘outbreak, soon arrived but at this stage a sad ‘mzfshap occurred. ~ Mr Alex McNeil,

- landlord of the Griffin Hotel, no doubt anxious for the safety of ‘t‘hisb éxtensz\ée

. premises, mounted a ladder with the view of gaining 'ih‘e roof of the adjoining

A, g?ferﬁises of Mr Bishop and cutting off the fire when the ladder broke and he fell

- headlong to the ground. " He was conveyed home in an _unconsci'bus state and Dr.
Lowe, Mzo was called, certified the pati‘ent» was suffering from concussion of the -
brain. Meanwhile the flames spread with renﬁarkqble rapidity and by.8. 45 pm. the
interior of the factory presented the dppeamnce of a furﬁace, consequent. no doubt
- _'-'u‘p'on the extensive woodwork and large amount of lea'thér in stock.. : The Brynmawr
Fire Brigade, under Capt. Webb. were now doing their utmost with the SC’dﬂi)} supply
| of ‘water at their disposal, their efforts being dir_ééted to confining the ﬂames to the
building in which the fire originated.  This, however, was soon found to be hopeless.
The fire extended itself to the warehouses in the rear, threatening to envelope all the

neighbourhood and the householders accordingly set to work to remove their goods



wz'th. all possible haste. A wire, and special messenger on ?horsebaok, were
-‘dispatched' to the Nanzjzglo and Blaina Fire Brigade. In a short time the brigade was
got together and proceeded to the scene of conﬂagration where they arrived about
- 9.30, pm. Provzded wzth ladder escapes only knowing from experzence of an intense

f re at three years ago at Brynmawr that their applzances did not fit the Brynmawr
| ¢ hydrants The local-employees of the London & Northwestern Razlway Co. under
L Statzonmaster Kavanagh also appeared and rendered val’uable assistance but all
3 eﬁ'orts were evzdently handtcapped through an tnsuﬁ“ cient supply. The Ebbw Vale
:_Fzre Brzgade under Captazn W Sandbrook, who had also been apprzsed of the
outbreak arrzved in about three quarters of an hour, their appltance being greeted

wzth cheers , Thezr applzanoe proved equally useless under the czrcumstances and

0 thzs brtgade turned their attention to secondmg the eﬂorts of those already assembled

to prevent the fire spreadzng down one szde of Beaufovt Street. = A wire was
B dzspatohed from Brynmawr Razlway Station to Abergavenny about nine o ’c'lock'and »

 with all haste the Abergavenny Brigade proceeded up the steep incline to Brynmawr

Ly where they arrzved about 10.30 pm Their large engzne was soon got into position. -

X and mantpulated with good effect upon the adjoznzng premises of Messrs H Connop
and Son, Provzszon Merchants, which was now being fast consumed - This was.
- certainly the most eﬂecttve appltance brought to bear upon the bruning pile but evenl

then pumptng had to be occaszonally stopped to allow the czstern to refill.  Just

before this a large portion of the frontage of the boot factory fell upon the pavement
the wooden supports havzng completely burned out... It was now ewdent that Messrs

f " Cannop s premtses could not . escape the Jfire having caught in the roof of a

-' warehouse at the rear.  This and the upper portzon of the front soon went, and the

, scene whzch followed the tgnztzon of the front shop beggars a’escrtptzon Herem was ,

" “a large quantity of spirits, hams and equally znﬂammable goods and it seemed from
the roaring furnace within the buzldmg that the next house and shop belongzng to

 Mrs. Fessemeyer, Jeweller and furnzshzng dealer could hardly escape. T he united

brzgades concentrated their energies to cut oﬁ the fire at this poz‘nt the chief darnage:

" o Mrs Fessemeyer’s premises bezng in the upper portzon of the house ]"rom water,

' and the axes of the f iremen. By mzdnzght it was evzdent that the fi fire had been got
_under control and it gradually subsided. But all day on Sunday water would be
T played on smoldering heaps of debris. ’
EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE:



- The amount of damage caused by the fire is estimated at ﬁom £15,000 to abou v
£20, 000 part only covered by znsurance Both Messrs Morgan Bros boot factory

o and Messrs Connop’s business were: heavzly stocked at the time. ~ The former

premises were entirely ruined and it was only after energetic ejfort (stocks of?) the.
latter was practically saved intact. thle the fire was at its height and after the
A Jactory had been consumed, M. Gwzlym Morgan DC, senior partner of the firm. ‘

 Morgan Brothers, arrived by the 9. 30. pm. train Jfrom Bristol whither he had gone A

‘today to the leather market. ~ He was met by his brother James Morgan C’ C. who .

- conveyed the sad zntellzgence to hzm Both Messrs Morgan Bros and Mr. H Connop g
. have secured temporary premises for the re-opemng of thezr busznesses

- During the night our reporter-met Mr. G Morgan who stated that twelve ‘

'.mom‘hs ago the premzses were extended «and new plant lazd to the extent of nearly ('

- £800, and consequently the stock had been tncreased conszderably 0. meet the
growmg business. ' There were at least four tons of leather upon the premzses at the 4

- timeof the ﬁre and about 4000 pairs of boots. Over 10 hands wzll be thrown out of

: employment T he loss in this case is only partly covered by msurance Ihere isno

clue to the orzgtn of the fire as the place was locked up at mzdday as usual on = ,

Saturday when everythmg appeared safe. Durtng the progress of the fi ire the safe .

K _‘contaznzng the: books etc was recovered, together w;th the documem‘s etc in the |
| adjoining ojj“ ce of Mr J. Bishop, Magzstrates Clerk. , ,

. With regard to Messrs Connop & Son s place thzs too is partzally znsured

Mr i Wznf eld, Manager informed our representatzve that the first intimation was

’ received from Albert Fessemeyer but there was little hope as a north west breeze was

'blowzng Mr. Connop s wife and famzly — the little boy bemg dangerously il at the '

"tzme—- were removed to The Laurels Nantvglo the reszdence of Mr. James Phtllzps, SE

JP Mrs. Connop s father The buszness was known as one of the best grocery and
'_ Italzan warehouse establzshments on the hills and had been carrzed on by the present , l'
‘s proprzetor for the past 1 6 years, his father precedzng him with a buszness record of _
B} over 20 years. The papers and books were saved. Lo v v
- The next building was that of Mrs A Fessemeyer jeweller where the f re wasv

8ot under control before much damage was done to the stock, unless from water, and
on the second floor where dwellzng rooms suffered in like manner. - When the |
sitwation became apparent the doors were locked and the most valuable stock
secured in the safes, a precaution which seemed to be fully justified by events at other






