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I’m sure that like me you are missing the 
monthly talks and the chance to socialise with 
friends and other members. Here’s yet another 
News Update to keep you going, I would also 
direct you to our web site as some new articles 
have been or are about to be uploaded. You 
could also try the Forum web site 
www.blaenau-gwent-heritage-forum.co,uk 
There are some articles from their past journals 
free to read.      Keep safe.  
Your friendly neighbourhood Secretary, 
 
 
Whilst researching another topic I came across 
this report of the escaped bear in Brynmawr. In 
fact this is the coroner’s report and puts quite a 
different look on the incident and it seems the 
fault lay with the youngsters of the town. 
The report is dated July 12th 1917 and taken 
from The Brecon County Times: 
Mr R. H. A. Davies, the district Coroner, held 
two inquests at the Police Station, Brynmawr, 
on Friday last. One inquiry was in respect of 
the death of Wilfred Hawkins, the five year old 
son of Mr E. Hawkins, Worcester Street, which 
took place on the 2nd instant at Ebbw Vale 
Cottage Hospital, as the result of injuries 
received through being attacked by a 
performing bear on the Show Ground on May 
26th last. William Miles, Limestone-road, 
Nantyglo, said that he was at the back of Mr 
Studt's van and saw the bear chasing the boy. 
When the lad reached the main road he 
stumbled and the bear got on top of him. 
Efforts were made to release the lad by beating 
the animal with sticks, but this failed, and 
eventually others arrived with guns and pieces 
of iron and the lad was liberated. James 
Thomas, King Street, Brynmawr, said he saw 
the bear under the wagons. One of the show 
lads was trying to put a rope on it, but it rushed 

away and the next he saw .was the bear 
hugging the deceased. It was made to release 
the boy, but picked him up and dragged him 
about five yards in the direction of the van and 
then let him go again. Witness picked up the 
lad and took him to Dr. Farrington's surgery, 
where he was attended by Drs. A. Lancelot 
Jones and J. J. Minsham, and afterwards taken 
in a motor to the Ebbw Vale Hospital. Dr. 
Taylor, Ebbw Vale, described the injuries and 
said the lad was operated on immediately on 
arrival for compressed fracture. He got on very 
well for several weeks, but brain protrusion 
took place and caused death. The bear had been 
driven mad. Mrs E. Kayes, the owner of the 
bear, said it was 4 years old and quite tame and 
her own children played with it. Witness had 
had to complain to the police of the cruel way 
in which Brynmawr lads had treated her horses 
and also the bear. They had thrown half-bricks, 
stones, and broken bottles at the bear and no 
doubt drove it mad. Replying to the father she 
said that the animal had not broken loose or 
caused any trouble at Abergavenny, whereupon 
he said there was a witness to prove it. The 
Coroner remarked that the police made full 
investigations and found that the bear had 
mingled with the people at Abergavenny where 
it was considered quite tame; he could quite 
believe that the lads had ill-treated the animal. 
The jury agreed on a verdict of Accidental 
Death.  
 
 
Following The Railway Issue of our News 
Update, it has come to my notice that the 
grandfather of one of our members who was 
also a great grandfather to another member 
came to the area as a ganger to take charge of 
building the Missing Link. There will be more 
on this story when I get the information. 



 

 

The new COSTAIN road through the Clydach 
Gorge seems to be taking a lifetime but it’s not 
the first route to use the gorge and I doubt if it 
will be the last. The Clydach Railroad came 
through the gorge from the canal at Gilwern to 
the coal deposits and iron works of our area. 
Then the 1812 turnpike road from Govilon to 
Merthyr part of which is King Street in 
Brynmawr. The Bailey Brothers, particularly 
Crawshay Bailey built a tram road running 
down the south side of the gorge from Nant y 
Glo to the canal at Govilon. In fact the Gorge 
has got the highest concentration of tramroads 
and inclines in the whole of Britain. Crawshay 
was quite canny because when it was decided 
to build a railway from Abergavenny to 
Merthyr he proposed they follow the route of 
his Nant y Glo to Govilon tramroad through the 
gorge. Not only was this accepted but 
Crawshay became a director of the company 
and then he sold his tramroad route to the 
company pocketing a hefty sum.  
Quite nice work if you can get it. 
The first sod was turned over at Abergavenny 
by Mrs Crawshay Bailey in 1860, two years 
later the railway, and the first train had arrived 
in Brynmawr. When you look at the route the 
railway took it really is a fantastic feat of 
engineering. No other railway in Britain rises a 
thousand feet in eight miles; it crosses three 
dingles by viaducts, there is an embankment 
120 feet high and there are two tunnels through 
spurs of the mountain one tunnel forms a 
complete semi circle. There are quite a few 
retaining walls and in one place the line is 
supported on arches 75 feet below the rails. So, 
28 bridges, five viaducts, one station at 
Govilon with more to be added, add in there 
numerous culverts, no modern machinery and 
you can see why I think it’s a remarkable piece 
of engineering and all this in two years and 
three months. Now, remind me again how long 
COSTAIN has been constructing the new road. 
 
 
We had an enquiry on the website about the 
Board School in Brynmawr.  According to the 
Cardiff Times dated January 1876 a Board 
School was opened in Brynmawr facing King 
Street, the Brynmawr School Board was 
established in 1878 and the new extension was 
opened in 1903. I came across a reference to 
the Brynmawr British School built in 1846. The 

debt (about £200) was taken over and paid, 
one-third by Libanus Calvinistic Methodist 
Church, one-third by Rehobeth Congregational 
Church, and one-third by Calvary and Tabor 
Baptist Churches jointly. The British Schools 
movement was Protestant so the schools were 
attached to those chapels but the reference does 
not say where the school was built. Education 
in Brynmawr had taken some great leaps 
forward but in a letter to the then Home 
secretary John Russell in 1848, William 
Williams had written “the morals of the 
population congregated about Brynmawr, and 
Beaufort, are deplorably low. Brynmawr 
contains a population of 5,000, all of the lowest 
class, with the exception of two shopkeepers. 
Nearly every family in it is employed by one 
great Ironmaster. Neither Church nor School 
has been established by those who employ the 
people, or own the land”. This was in complete 
contrast to an article in “The Principality” in 
1848 stating that “The increase of this place 
(Brynmawr) in building and population is 
wonderful... now it comprises at least 5,000 
inhabitants, of whom a large number dwell in 
their own cottages. Where there are so many 
houses continually being built, it can hardly be 
expected that Brynmawr should exhibit the 
order and cleanliness of long established towns 
and we believe the streets and the drainage of 
the place could be improved. We find here 
many respectable tradesmen fast thriving in 
business, a commodious market- place, with a 
large hall most convenient for the holding of 
public meetings, a magistrate's hall, and one of 
the largest shop buildings within the whole of 
the principality......... there is here also ample 
religious accommodation for the whole of the 
population at one and the same time”.  
So W. Williams didn’t do his research as 
schools had been started before 1848, there had 
been Dame Schools in the town and the already 
established churches and chapels were teaching 
reading using the Bible. This letter written in 
1853 by The Committee of the Brynmawr 
British Schools to the Duke of Beaufort states 
that ...” the only schools at present in the 
district are the Brynmawr British Schools, 
which were erected in 1846......”  
Any help in finding where these schools were 
within the district would be appreciated.  
 
Next issue due in October.    Keep safe. 


