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The News Update will, as always be available
on our web site:

We have co-opted three new members to the
committee as follows

OFFICERS CHAIRPERSON 2019
Nicholas Beswick

Vice Chairperson John Hill

Secretary Eifion Lloyd Davies

Treasurer John Child

Committee Members are as follows:
Ann Axford
Merryl Caleb
Roy Fowler
John Hill
David Morgan
June Evans
Carol Morgan
Diane Downey

Plus two auditors Current Auditors:
Maureen Hopkins
Diane Elias

Annual Dinner. Wednesday, October 23™

We just can’t keep away from The Hall Inn at
Gwernheulog so we are visiting again for our
2019 Lunch. Names may be given to our
treasurer. The Coach for our annual dinner will
be paid for by the society. Anyone who intends
travelling by car please let the treasurer know.
Please note we do not collect payment, you
pay for your meal at The Hall Inn. Menu is
available from the treasurer.

Day visits 2020

We are still following up suggestions so keep
watching this space or the web site and of
course we will keep you up to date at all our
ordinary meetings. Also check the reminder e-
mail.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY. 2019/20 VISIT

We are currently looking at places to visit
during 2020. We are looking at possibly doing
our week holiday during August. We have a
hotel in mind outside Cambridge and from
there we could visit Bletchley Park,
Marlborough House and a day in Oxford. Our
subcommittee are looking into this idea.

The Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum will be
holding their annual Heritage Day at the
Brynmawr Social Club on Saturday, October
19", There will be four talks on the theme of
“Landscapes” as follows.

Frank Olding; Ariel views of HOV landscape
John Roger; Blaenafon Industrial Landscape
Rhiannon Phillips; Townscapes of Blaenau
Gwent

Kenneth Price; A Sense of place. Visit;
www.blaenau-gwent-heritage-forum-.co.uk
where you can reserve tickets.

There will also be three exhibitors at the
venue, The Aberystruth Archaeological Group
will be displaying some of their findings,
Friends of St llityd Church will have their
exhibition on show and the Beaufort Welfare




Hall group will show a selection of their
photographs. Brynmawr Museum will keep
their doors open till 2pm for visitors.

| came across this useful piece of information
in a Welsh Newspaper of 1870. It had
previously been published in an Australian
Newspaper (in English). A family member living
in Australia cut the story out and sent it to his
cousin living in Wales. He translated it into
Welsh and sent it to the Seren Cymru
Newspaper.

During the first week of the year 1870 in the
town of Launceston in Tasmania or Van
Dieman’s Land if you prefer the death of Mr
W. Lloyd Jones was recorded, he had suffered
a longillness and dreadful poverty. He was
better known as William Jones, one of the
leaders of the 1839 chartist Uprising and
along with Zephaniah Williams and John Frost
was transported to Tasmania for their role in
their attempt to free the country thirty years
previously.

A few years prior to his death William Jones
was in a very comfortable position but he lost
his complete fortune in various schemes while
he kept a hotel in the village of Franklin,
Tasmania. Between that time and about two
years prior to his death he had returned to his
old calling of a watch maker in Elizabeth Street
in Launceston until the time due to his illness
he was forced to retire. Very few of the
inhabitants of the town who passed his little
shop and seeing him with the magnifying glass
in his eye peering into the bowels of a watch
knew that at one time this simple worker
about forty years previously was a thorn in the
side of the British Government and in the heat
of the moment, without considering the
possible outcomes or judging carefully with
reason along with John Frost and Zephaniah
Williams led armed men in an attempt to
topple the English Government.

After the clash between the Chartists and the
militia, the leaders and others were arrested
and eventually transported for life to Tasmania
or to Millbank prison in London.. What the
Chartists tried to achieve was an improvement
in Britain’s laws, what we now take for
granted. Their aims were correct but possibly

their path was unwise yet today all but one of
their aims are law.

The three leaders were pardoned after fifteen
years; Frost sailed back to Britain to a hero’s
welcome. Zephaniah Williams lived a
comfortable life on the coast of North Western
Tasmania but William Jones sadly died a
pauper.

On Saturday last an inquiry was held at the
Prince of Wales Inn, Brynmawr, before E. J. C.
Davies, Esq., deputy coroner, on the body of
Thomas Munn, aged 61, who came by his
death under the following circumstances. The
deceased was working in the Clydach level,
Munn's pit, and wished to get through a hole
from the level in which he was employed into
an old working above. The place was in a most
dangerous state, and a man named James
Watkins advised the deceased not to go up, or
he would surely repent it. His advice was
disregarded, and, putting his tools through the
hole, he proceeded to clamber through
himself. In doing so he disturbed some of the
stones, which fell in such a manner as to "jam"
his neck between them. The attention of the
man Watkins was drawn to the place some
considerable time after the occurrence, and he
then found the deceased suspended in the
manner described, but life was not extinct. The
poor fellow lingered in this position from
twelve o’clock until five and it was not until six
hour after his death that the body could be
extricated. The jury found a verdict of
“Accidental death."

The committee had agreed to apply for
funding as we need to update some of our
equipment. The forms had been filled in and
sent away but sadly the application has been
rejected. We'll try again.

...and finally, if you have any news for the Update
then please e-mail them or hand them to the
secretary or any member of the committee.



